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1896 it was clear that a majority of the Southern
delegates to the national convention would favor
a silver plank. The action of the convention in
nominating Bryan and Sewall is told in another
volume.* Bryan was also endorsed by the Popu-
list convention, but that convention refused to en-
dorse Sewall and nominated Thomas E. Watson
for Vice-President. A majority of the Populist
convention favored a strict party fight, but the
managers were shrewd, and the occasion mani-
festly offered great opportunities for trading. In
twenty-six States the electoral tickets were divided
between Democrats and Populists. Among these
States were Arkansas, Louisiana, Missouri, and
North Carolina. But cooperation with Republi-
cans on local legislative and state tickets often oc-
curred. In North Carolina, a fusion legislature
was elected, and a Republican was chosen governor
by the aid of Populist votes, though one faction of
the Populists nominated a separate ticket. The
judicial and congressional nominations were di-
vided. The apparent inconsistency of voting for
Bryan for President and at the same time support-
ing Republicans who might be expected to oppose

1 The Agrarian Crusade, by Solon J. Buck (in The Chronicles of
America).